























IT’S SHOEBOX TIME!
Operation Christmas Child

It’s time to start filling those boxes!
Explanatory leaflets are now available and will be left in
churches or contact Sheila Grabham (01409 231581)

Operation Christmas Child is an initiative of Samaritan’s Purse - a
Christian relief and development organisation which works through
local churches to proclaim and demonstrate the love of God to children
and families in need across Africa, Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

Operation Christmas Child is the world’s largest children’s Christmas
project, bringing joy into the lives of underprivileged children since
1990. Last year, nearly 1.2 million shoeboxes were packed with gifts
and goodies and sent from the UK to children who need them most in
some of the toughest parts of the world, including Haiti.

FLOWERS IN CHURCH

Is there a special occasion you would like to commemorate, or
someone you would like remembered?

Have you thought of the possibility of making a donation for flowers
for the church?

This can be done anonymously, or we can have a card placed with the
flowers and a note put into the regular weekly pew sheet. If you are
not sure who is responsible for flowers, do speak to one of your
church wardens. They will be very happy to help you.
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CHURCH GIVING
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In the current economic climate making ends meet has become
more difficult for many of us - but in spite of this our benefice
congregations have continue to be generous and faithful in their
giving, and for this we are extremely grateful. In our small rural
churches meeting the increased financial demands is becoming
more and more difficult, but there is a way that your generous
giving can be increased still further without making further
demands on already stretched finances.

If you are a tax payer, using the envelopes provided and sign-
ing the gift aid declaration can make your donation worth more
and help our churches with their increasing financial burdens.
For every pound you give, the church can recover an extra 25p
from the inland revenue, and it costs you nothing. This applies
equally to regular church members and visitors, so please, if you
pay tax - gift aid it!

If you would like more information regarding the gift aid scheme in
your church, please contact your treasurer or
speak to your Churchwardens..

“THE WORD FOR TODAY”

These contain encouraging words/thoughts for each day.
They are based on Bible Text and can be read as they are or with a Bi-
ble alongside, if you wish.

You are most welcome to take them home. They are free of charge
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Torridge Training Services
Hi

I wanted to introduce myself, my name is Sue Musyoki and I am the
Volunteer Co-ordinator at The Keystone Centre, in Bideford. I work
for TTS (Torridge Training Services), we have other branches in
Bideford, Barnstaple, Bude & Newton Abbott.

I just wanted to let you know that if any of your parishioners are
interested in volunteering, we advertise our roles on www.do-it.org

Please do not hesitate to contact me, if you require further
information.

Many thanks
Sue Musyoki
Volunteer Co-ordinator

01273 479491
07595233393
Please note I work on Monday & Wednesdays.

A prayer for Peace in our Communities

Gracious God,
We pray for peace in our communities this day.
We commit to you all who work for peace and an end to ten-
sions,
And those who work to uphold law and justice.
We pray for an end to fear,
For comfort and support to those who suffer.
For calm in our streets and cities,
That people may go about their lives in safety and peace.
In your mercy, hear our prayers,
in the name of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Saviour, Amen
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Tuesday 13t September - Black Torrington PCC Meeting

Friday 30t Setember - Pray and Plan including Mission Action
Planning

Thursday 6% October - Licensing of Revd Chris Hardwick at
Pyworthy, 7.30 pm with Bishop Michael

Friday 7% October - Bradford Church and School Harvest  Ser-
vice, 2.00 pm in Church

Saturday 8t October - Farmers Harvest Market, Black Tor-
rington Village Hall

Sunday 9% October - Black Torrington Harvest Lunch in the
Village Hall

Wednesday 12 October - Black Torrington C of E School
Harvest Service, 9.30 am in Church

Saturday 15 October - Shebbear Study Day (see page 17)

Friday 21%tOctober - Black Torrington C of E Primary School
Founders Day, Service in Church at 2.00 pm

Friday 28% October - Benefice Social Evening, Bradford Village
Hall

Sunday 30%* October - Bradford Village Hall Lunch

Saturday 5% November - Brunch, Black Torrington Village Hall
in aid of St Mary’s Church.
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Black Torrington Benefice

Qur Vision

We are part of the Church of God, seeking to build a  com-
munity rich in faith and prayer, love and thanksgiving, that
sees Christ in every person and in every place and where all
are welcome.

THESE NAMES ARE OF THOSE
‘2 PEOPLE WILLING TO PROVIDE TRANSPORT TO
*\\!'“ SERVICES AND EVENTS WITHIN THE BENEFICE

(It is suggested that you keep this list by your telephone, should
you find you require transport at any time).

BLACK TORRINGTON
Benjie Inniss 01409 231234
Gill Harris 01237 451084
Brian Harrington 01409 231519
Peter Roberts 01409 231799
Wendy Stratton 01409 231426
Anne Gray (covering Sheepwash) 01409 231231
HIGHAMPTON
Benjie Inniss 01409 231234
BRADFORD
Tony and Morag Lobley 01409 281800
David Arney 01409 221434
Pat and Bob Clarke 01409 250317
Margaret and Martin Taylor 01409 281327
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Readings for September
to help you as you prepare for services

Sunday 4t September (G)
11" Sunday after Trinity
Ezekiel 33: 7-11

Romans 13: 8-end
Matthew 18: 15-20

Sunday 11* September (G)
12" Sunday after Trinity
Genesis 50: 15-21

Romans 14: 1-12

Matthew 18: 21-35

Holy Cross, Patronal Service(R)
Numbers 21: 4-9

Philippians 2: 6-11

John 3: 13-17

Sunday 18t September (G)
13" Sunday after Trinity
Jonah 3: 10-end of 4
Philippians 1: 21-end
Matthew 20: 1-16

Sunday 25% September (G)
14t after Trinity

Ezekiel 18: 1-4, 25-end
Philippians 2: 1-13
Matthew 21: 23-32

Note: readings may vary at some
services, according to the theme

Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.

(Matthew 18:20)
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